
NEUTRAL STAND AAAY

PRECIPITATE A WAR
Conflict in Far East Not

Unlikely If America

Keeps Aloof

ENQUIRIES MfiDE OF GERMANY

That Nation and the United
States in Same Position

VIEWS HELD IN WASHINGTON

Believed That Announcements of Great

Britain and Kussia Are Greatest

Guarantee of Peace Avoidance of En ¬

tangling Alliances

LONDON March 23 It is necessary to
say two things in regard to the political
crisis through which the world is passing
at the present moment The first is that
it is impossible to obtain substantiation
of the gravest rumors which are now cur-

rent
¬

and the second that the responsibil-

ity
¬

for keeping the peace of the world
may be thrown cntlrel upon the Ameri-
can

¬

and German Gocrnmcnts
Followed by Negotiations

It is not necessary to discuss in detail
the most alarming reports which have
gained circulation sae to bay that they
do not receive credence in this or any
European capital This much Is true the
nusso Frcnch declaration regarding the
Anrlo Japanesc alliance hjis been fol-

lowed

¬

or accompanied by important nego-

tiations
¬

Trnce and Russia have asked the other
Towers including the United States Ger-

many
¬

Austria and Italy what would be

their respective attitudes toward the new

alliance The enquiry in at least two
cases included the question whether neu-

trality
¬

would be maintained In case of

war between Great Britain and Japan on

the one hand and Trance and Itussia on

other
War Might Have Followed

It has been inferred In certain quar-

ters
¬

that if assurances of neutrality had
been obtained from the United States and
Germany war would have followed almost
Immediately This Inference is not per-

haps
¬

absurd but nothing in the nature
of confirmation can be obtaited from the
best Informed authorities On the other
hand the British Foreign Office which is
fully aware of these international en-

quiries
¬

utterly discredits any belligerent
significance

It Is pointed out that it Is the diplo ¬

matic custom to exchange notes between
Governments regarding the Interpretation
and effect of any important treaty There
cannot be any doubt that Russia and
France would be exceedingly pleased to
obtain pledges of neutrality from America
and Germany

Refusals Probable
The refusal of such a pledge by both

countries would almost certainly prevent
war There is good reason to believe that
Germany has already ghen such a re-

fusal
¬

in other words the Kaiser insists
that he will retain comnl liberty of
action England is confident that the
United States will take a similar atti-
tude

¬

She does not expect America to come to
her assistance bul she does beliec that
the Washington Government will do noth ¬

ing to precipitate a conflict which might
result in the destruction of American
trade interests in the Tar East

Neutrality a Danger

It is not going too far to say that a
declaration at the present moment of
American neutrality in case of war might
precipitate that war This must be fully
understood by the Washington Go em ¬

inent hence the confidence here that no
such declaration would te fortbeomiug

Todays news from South Africa which
Indicates that the Boers desire to ne-

gotiate
¬

for peace has important bearings
on the situation If by any possibility Rus ¬

sia has belligerent designs she will
cither bring them quickly into action be-

fore
¬

England can transfer her army from
South Africa to India or she will abandon
them entirely

Leave for Alexeieff

A despatch to the Moring Post from
Berlin says that Admiral Alcxeleff comma-

nder-in-chief of the land and sea forces
in Russian East Asia has been granted
leave of absence for several months This
Is construed by some as proof that the
situation In the FarEast is regarded at
St Petersburg as being free of any likeli-
hood

¬

of complications

VIEWED IN WASHINGTON

Guarantee of Peace Found in Announce-

ments
¬

of Powers
In spite of the surface Indications that

peace in China and the preservation of
the territorial integrity of that great
Empire seems assured through the alli-

ance
¬

of Great Britain and Japan and the
joint declaration of Russia and Trance
looking to the attainment of these ends
the diplomatic situation Is regarded hers
with the greatest concern

Occupying as it docs a position of strict
Independence the assurance of which can-

not
¬

be doubted on account of its tradi-
tional

¬

policy of aoiding foreign alli-

ances
¬

the Unitcl States Government is
better able than any other Power to ob-

serve
¬

the trend of events in the Far East
and to determine without prejudice what
may be the outcome of present condi ¬

tions
It has been energetic in obtaining in

formation and It is not going too far to
say that the most recent -- advices fore¬

shadow a crisis which will be fraught
with danger to the whole world

Preparing to Meet Emergencies
That Russia and Trance on the one hand

and England and Japan on the other arc
preparing themselves to meet whatever
may come is learned on authority so
high and so thoroughly trustworthy that
it cannot be susceptible of doubt In-

stead
¬

of clearing the situation the an-

nouncement
¬

of the English Japanese alii
since and the joint declaration of Russia
and France have only served to Increase
the tension and make more uncertain the
fuure of China and for that indttcr the
future of the great nations concerned

When this Government was Informed
that England and Japan had entered Into
a coalition to preserve the Integrit o
the Chinese Empire the Impression cre-
ated

¬

on tho minds of those concerned In
the making of American policy was that
it marked a distinct advance in the in ¬

terest of peace between the Powers
When only last week Russia and Trance

declared their sympathy with the objects
undertaken by England and Japan the
first view In Washington was that the

Situation in tle
Fat East Complicated

The sittintion in the Far
Eiist emit inui- - to liecoinc uioii
eniniilicaUd It is now atl
liiiilotl dial if Kussia and
Flame vveie sine lie Fnileil
Htates would icinain neutral
war would liae alreadv taken
place

The nttitudi- - of leiniany is
also a matter of interest The
stand of tht e Powers may rule
the entiie Fastern situation

In WiibliiiiKttm it is lielieed
that the greatest guarantee of

iMiu is found in the announce ¬

ments made In the Ioweis
concerned

conditions which tbe McKinley and
Roosevelt administrations had so ear¬

nestly striven to bring about were prac-
tically

¬

attained or at least that the path-
way

¬

had been cleared for an amicable un-
derstanding

¬

which would work for the
betterment of the civilized world

A Crisis Approaching
Since then however the feeling hero is

not so optimistic Additional informa-
tion

¬

and the opportunity to study the
terms in which the Russo Frcneh note
was couched have brought to the Gov-
ernment

¬

a realization that the crisis is
approaching and that something else
must be done to clear away the danger-
ous

¬

clouds that have again begun to
gather on the international horizon

In a measure the Government of the
United States is an important factor In
this great world game Russia or France
or England or Japan has not made any
official overtures to this Government to
secure a definition of the position it will
occupy should war come in which the one
or both of the Powers first named would
be arraed against one or both of the
others

The attitude of the United States is too
well understood to permit any of these
nations to risk an almost certain dis-
couraging

¬

answer from Washington with
the consequent moral effect It would prob-
ably

¬

have But it is understood here that
the Governments at St Petersburg and
Paris arc exceedingly anxious to ascer-
tain

¬

what may be expected from tho
United States If they should become in-
volved

¬

in war with other nations over
China

No Expression of Opinion Asked
In furnishing copies of their joint decla-

ration
¬

to the Secretary of State neither
Russia nor France asked for any expres ¬

sion of opinion in regard to that mo-

mentous
¬

communication It was learned
yesterday that an identical answer had
been however separately made to the
Russian and French Ambassadors in
which Secretary Hay expressed the grati-ficati- -i

of President Roosevelt over the
statement of the two Powers that thevare desirous of maintaining peace and
the territorial integrity of China with
an acknowledgment of the principle of
the open door objects for which it is
declared the United States Government
has been earnestly striving since the be ¬

ginning of the troubles in China
This acknowledgment must be regarded

as expressing an understanding on thepart of President Roosevelt and Secretaiy
Hay that they regard Russia and France
as having pledged themselves to uphold-
ing

¬

the policy to which the American Gov-
ernment

¬

has consistently adhered since
the transmission to the Powers of Mr
Hays notable communication of July 3
1500

But according to the view taken here
In the best Informed and most Influen-
tial

¬

official quarters pledges on paper
go for nothing when a vital issue between
nations reaches a point where the oppor-
tunity

¬

is presented for carrjing out long
cherlshed designs and where other Issues
are Involved that have given rise to feel ¬

ing that must find vent
A Guarantee of Peace

In the minds of men here whose opin-
ions

¬

are worthy of consideration be
greatest assurance of continued peace II s
In the fact that all the parties concerned
know that the others arc making prep-
arations

¬

to meet whatever may come The
effect of a sudden hostile movement would
therefore be momentary

Kussia does not know to what extent
she may have to reckon with England If
the forces of the Czar and the MikaJo
come to a passage at arms Japan like ¬

wise is probabl uncertain as to the ex-
tent

¬

of the help England maj give her if
that contingency occurs On tho other
hand there may be no certainty that
Trance would go to the extent of Join-
ing

¬

Russia in a war
Still another clement of uncertainty lies

in tbe position of the United States and
Germany None of the European nations
has reason to feel assured that this Gor
crnment will not go to extremities to
maintain the principles with regard to
China for which it has used Its best dip-
lomatic

¬

endeavors
It is admitted here that a possible

source of danger to continued peace be
tween the Powers lies In the present up-

rising
¬

in Southern China
The declaration of Russia and Trance

contains a paragraph which has been con-
strued

¬

in some quarters to provide for In-

terference
¬

on their part In just such a
state of affairs In the language of lhat
paragraph

Provides for Interference
They Russia and France are com-

pelled
¬

however not to loe irom view
the possibly Inimical anion of other Pow ¬

ers or a repetition of disorders in China
possibly impairing Chinas integrity rnd
free development to the detriment of iheir
reciprocal Interests The therefore le
fecrve to themselves the right to also
measures to defend these Interests

When it H bcrne In mind that the pres ¬

ent disorders are taking pluc within the
Trench sphere of influence and Interests
the dangei of the situation in view of tho
reservation set forth In the cincludlng
sentence of the declaration cannot be
overestimated

Nobody here Is In a position to predict
with any degree of cutainty what Ger ¬

man s attitude would bo should nny of
the other Powers or a eomblnation of
Powers attempt to seize and hold Chinese
territory German is the only nation
that maintains a large force of troops In
the territory which was the fighting
ground in the Peking campaign of 1100
The Ministers of tbe Powers at Peking
backed by their Governments have en ¬

deavored to have her withdraw this force
but without success and the matter is
still being agitated In Germains attitude
is also involve the position of Italy and
Austria- - who have followed her lead In
the Chinese negotiations

AMEERS RUSSIAN LEANINGS

Afghanistan Potentate Said to Have
Shown Decided Preference

LONlJON March 21 --A despatch to the
Dally Mall from St Petersburg sajs

there Is good ground for believing that
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the Ameer of Afghanistan has recently
shown a leaning toward Russia whieh
may have Important results In the fi- -

turc
The Russian Government recently re ¬

ceived very important telegrams from
Turklstan which the Ameers plcnipoten
tiar sent to the governor general

The lalters precise mission is not
known but immediate instructions were
lsed to two Caucasian regiments to
proeecd to Central Asia

TROOPS SENT TO FRONTIER

Russia Strengthening Posts Ostensibly
to Prevent Smuggling

LONDON March 21 A despatch to the
Standard from Berlin says that Russia

Is about to strengthen all her military
posts on the Russo Chinrsc frontier os ¬

tensibly to prevent smuggling Customs
ofliccrs arc to be stationed along the
whole frontier

The real purpose is suspected to be a
very considerable increase in the Rus-

sian
¬

garrisons especially mounted In

ranlry in order to be ready to cross the
irontler when the time is considered op-

portune
¬

PEACEFUL VIEW IN JAPAN

Franco Russian Alliance Recognized as a

Territorial Understanding
YOKOHAMA March 23 A portion of

the press does not see anything serious
in tho Traneo RIan declaration The

JiJI a leading journal however con-

siders
¬

tho prime object of the Anglo
Japanese alliance is the development of
commerce and consequently the United
States sympathizes with it

On theother hand the Jiji maintains
that the purpose of the Tranco Russian
understanding must be territorial Trance
seeking territory in Yunnan and Russia
in Manchuria Germay is in neither camp
as her European policy requires her to
stand neutral between Russia and Great
Britain

All the journals agree in the declara-
tion

¬

being an additional guarantee for the
maintenance of tranquillity in the Tar
East

SEES A THIRD GROUP

Belgian Paper Views Germany and
America as Allies

BRUSSELS Marcli 21 The Independ ¬

ence Beige reviewing the situation In the
Tar East concludes that probably Ger-
many

¬

and tbe United States will consti-
tute

¬

a third group of allies the formation
of which does not In itself constitute a
menace to the peace of the world but the
fact cannot be overlooked that the policy
of counterpoise to the Anglo Japanese
alliance may not Ield tbe happy results
that optimists affect to anticipate

MAY BE CIVIL SERVICE CHIEF

Son of Late President Garfield Tendered
an Imporant Berth

Mr James R Garfield of Cleveland
Ohio to whom President Roosevelt re ¬

cently offered the position of Civil Service
Commissioner was in Washington on Sat-
urday

¬

and had a long conference with the
President regarding the place He left
for Cleveland at night and it could not
be learned whether he had arrived at a de-

cision
¬

regarding it He Is a son of the
late President Garfield

It Is generally believed that he will ac-
cept

¬

the place It was offered him soon
after Mr Harry Garfield his brother Inti-
mated

¬

to the President that he could not
accent

Mr Garfield consulted with a number of
his friends while here regarding tbe posi-
tion

¬

gage car and three Pullman coaches In
the mail cars were all the postal clerks
who had just finished the work of assort-
ing

¬

the mall matter taken on at various
points north of Charlotte N C the
southern end of this division according
to postofilcc reckoning

As the locomotive and cars left the
track there came a terrible jar Coaches
piled upon the engine and still other
coaches plied upon the first cars so that
a great mass of wreckage was thrown
from and strewn along the track for a
considerable distance Within a very few
minutes fire added to the horror of the
situation From the engine the flames
spread to the wrecked coaches aud the
debris burned fiercely for a time

Assisting the Injured
The trew of thetrain and many of the

passengers most of whom were awakened
from sleep as the crash came went to the
assistance of the Injured several of
whom were found pinned down by the
wreckage Condu tor Rust and others
wired to Charlottesville and Monroe Va
jiearby towns for assistance and wreck ¬

ing trains were sent to the scene of the
disaster from both places At Charlottes-
ville

¬

because of orders sent out by high
railroad officials in Washington a spe ¬

cial train was made up and sent to Coves
vllle for the passengers These were
taken aboard and bt ought north arriv-
ing

¬

In this city yesterday afternoon
bhorlly after 4 oclock The schedule time
for their arrrival on the illfated train
was G42 oeloek esteiday morning

On the first alarm surgeons from the
University of Virginia went to the scene
of the wreck to render what assistance
was possible Drs Brown Mulford and
Kawlings were thus early on the scene
and the latter two phsiclans accompa-
nied

¬

the relief tun to tl is city When
the plclans first arrived at Colemans
Cut they found the wounded lying upon
tiie ground wrapped only In what little
clothing had been saved from the Haines

Arrival of the Doctors

The doctors reached tbe scene of the
wreck at C 20 oclock in the morning
They worked Incessantly on the wounded
all the way to this city

The wrecking rcws reached Covesville
two hours after da light Prior to thli
pasccngcis and members of the crew of
the limited had discovered the remains
of a white man apparently fort ear
old badly mangled lying some dlstanc
from the mass of debris It was appar ¬

ent that the man whose bod has been
identified as lbit of Edwin Duughert
and about whom very little is yet known
had been hulled from the ill fated tram
as the crash took place Railroad offl

lals believe Daugherty was a tramp and
that he may have been stealing a rid- -

Steps to ascertain his home address and
relatives have already been taken

Half a hundred passengers being una-
ble

¬

to crowd into the three remaining
sleepers stood shivering for hourt in the
cold of the early morning watching Hie
work of rescue and dearing away the de ¬

bris from the tracks Until the relief
train reached tbe scene of the wreck sev-
eral hours after the disaster these pas ¬

sengers had no protection from the chilly
winds Man of them had narrowly es ¬

caped from the wrecked coachcb with
their lives and had saved only their night
clothe j At best such persons had only
a wrap which they had hastily snatched
as hey tied In the darkness from tbe hor-
ror

¬

of the wreck Somo few of the pas ¬

sengers walked to Covesville half a mile
away but tbe town Is so small that but
little accommodation of any sort was to
be found there

As asslstaneo began to arrive in re- -

IT

Close of Legislative Session
in Sight at Annapolis

MILLIONS FOR CITY SEWERAGE

Believed That Baltimores Pet Measure
Is Safe Democrats Whip Anne Arun-
del

¬

Insurgents Into Line Mr Straus
Now Out in the Cold

Special to Tlie V drliinctr n Times
ANNAPOLIS MdMareh 23 The legis ¬

lative week which has just passed at the
capital of Maryland has been signalized
by two important events The Legisla ¬

ture is again In control of the Democratic
part although the State leaders are lot
yet in a position to dictate

Circumstances have shaped themselves
in such a aj that there appears to be
at leas a possibility that the Legisla-
ture

¬

will take the neeessary step toward
the construction of the 12000000 sewer ¬

age sstem for Baltimore City and that
the act which provides for the submission
of an ordinance to that effect to the qual-
ified

¬

voters of Baltimore may pass during
the last en das which remain to the
session of 1502

The first break in the forces of the
coalition in the House of Delegates which
had so effectually backed Democratic
plans during the larger part of tbe ses¬

sion by throwing the balance of power In
the House to the Republicans occurred
on Tuesday evening

Mr Straus Tried Too Much
The occasion was the attempt of Mr

Straus to push through a resolution to
appoint a committee to investigate the
State Normal School This measure was
vigorously fought by the Democrats ma
two of the Anne Arundel delegates who
hpd all along helped Mr Straus embarrass
the Stele leaders voted with their party
associates The resolution was only car ¬

ried by a majority of one and would have
been defeated except for absentees on the
Democratic side

The next day Mr Straus made a fatal
misstep He attempted to align his forces
again and selected as the test a local bill
from Montgomery county whicli had
already passed the Senate and in which
there was no politics whatever

He attempted Itslcfcit however mere-
ly

¬

as a test of his power He sadly missed
his object for on this matter the two
Anne Arundel counUansr were Joined by a
third leaving only one with Mr Straus
In addition to thisrthred Republicans dis-
approved

¬

of Straus misdirected effort and
voted with the Democrats Thus the com-
bine

¬

seems to hate Been permanently
broken

The return to the Joldiof the three Anne
Arundel delegates makes the House Dem ¬

ocratic by a majority of two It is Demo ¬

cratic in the sense that the Democrats
excepting Straus and Watts the still re-

calcitrant
¬

county member will vote with
their party on all regular Issues

However the whole five will absolutely
resent the slightest1 snow of power on the
part of tne Democratic leaders Mr Bra
shears the leader of the Anne Arundel
county delegation has always opposed the
new- - ballot law making an Intelligent
qualification upon the exercise of the
buifrage and he with possibly others of
the delegatioD will not lend their help
to efforts to strengthen the law

A fairly strong primary election law has
passed both houses and awaits the slgna- -

Cuntinued from First Page

rponse to urgent telegrams the vvemnded
were first cared for and then the passen ¬

gers of the Ill fated train
About 9 oclock tho train sent out from

Charlottesville reached the scene of the
wreck By this time also the railroad
officials had begun to count noses that
it might be learned who was injured who
living and who dead

All members of the crew of the wrecked
limited save the negro porter Nicholas
Lon were accounted for yesterday at
noon Tne railroad officials at that hour
claimed to have a complete list of the In-

jured
¬

On this list Lown was put down
as missing probably dead Nothing had
been heard from him late in the after-
noon

¬

but last night reports from the scene
of the wreck placed tbe name of Lovvn In
the death column

Statement by Officials

Despatches to Southern Railway officials
In this city esterday contain the fol-

lowing
¬

account of the wreck tersely
given Northbound passenger train 3S

on the Virginia Midland branch of the
Southern Hallway ran Into a rock slide
two miles south of North Garden Va

twelve miles Bouth of Charlottesville at
3 CO a m today derailing the engine and
six coaches two mail cars a composite
car and three sleepers The wreck took
fire from the engine and was burned All
the passengers escaped uninjured

All mall matter and baggage on the
train was destroed Two Pullman sleep-
ers

¬

and private car Raouct River not
damaged The Injured persons and pas-
sengers

¬

were transferred to another train
and brought forward north The wreck Is
being cleared as rapidly as possible The
track was clear tonight

General Passenger Agent S II Hard
wick of the Southern Railway when
awakened by a reporter last night at his
residence 1315 New Hanipshiie Avenue
northwest stated that the foregoing
statement was correct

He said the company had nothing fur-
ther

¬

to give out a Ibis time respecting
the disaster

On the arrival cf the relief
t train In this

city the iniirel men were Immediutel
transferred to atublilrrces Telegrams
kept arriving from Charlottesville and
tile scene of tho wreck 11 during estor
da forenoon and railroad officials kept
the vircs busy sending nnd receiving des ¬

patches relative to the disaster Shortly
afttr coon yesterday thei Emergency Hos-
pital

¬

authorities weie notified of the com ¬

ing of a numlcr of wounded persons on
the relef train Ad 4 olclock the ambu ¬

lance from the hospital pnd police ambu ¬

lances were drawn up at the Pcnniisyl
vanla dpot A big croud gathered out
of mci i curiosity foi nothing or very
little bad leaked out at that time as
to the wrcek or the e jent of the less
of lite limb or property

Removed to Hospitals
The people stood beforo the depot and

watched the removal of the Injured from
the relief train vvhlih drew into the sta-

tion
¬

about 4 oclock No tirao was lost
in conveying thu Injured to the hospital
or to tbclr homes At the Kmergincy
besides Drs Mulford and Rawllngs of
tho University of Virginia who had como
here with the wounded were Drs Stewart
and llraglnncr of the resident hospital
stalf and other ploslclans These doc ¬

tors went to work on the bix postal clerks
who were brought in and within an hour
all the patients were put in a ward lheir
wounds were properly dressed

A Graphic Story
Postal Clerks Shindel and Lovlug after

their injuries had been dressed were per-

mitted
¬

to see their wives who railed at
the hospital Both of these men were

lure of the Governor to become a law
The Straus corrupt practice act is in the
same position and these arc the chief
achievements eif the session

The general belief is that a sewerage
act will be passed as a sewerage rystem
has become absolutely necessary to the
lily

Other events of the week have been the
demise of various anti corporation meas ¬

ures
The Adjutant General has approved a set

of l laws recently adopted by the off-
icers

¬

of the First Regiment Maryland Na-

tional
¬

Guard The by laws provide courts
martial in the different cities of the State
where comDinies of the Tirst are lo
cated for the purpose of trying olfenccs
under the State militia law and Inflicting
tho punishments provided by that act

MARCONIS NARROW ESCAPE

Hit by Stone That Came Through Car
Window

HALITAX N S Marcli 23 William
Marconi will leave Sydney for New York
on Tuesday He has finally decided on
Table Head fifteen miles from Sydney as
the location for his Cape Breton station

He had an escape from being seriously
injured on Saturday night While his
special was making slow time a large
stone came through the window of his
car nearly striking him The cscapo
from being badly hurt was very narrow

The land required for the station has
been given to the Marconi Company
gratis by the Dominion Coal Company

GEN WOOD MENTIONED

TO COMMAND OUR AMY

Rumor Has Him Slated
Miles Position

for

President Said lo Be Favorable Has
High Opinion of His Ability Storm

May Be Brewing

While Ceneral Woods visit to Wash ¬

ington at this time is for the purpose of
determining the plan by which this Gov-

ernment
¬

shall withdraw from Cuba there
are many and various rumors to the ef ¬

fect that President Roosevelt desires to
make him tbe General Commanding the
Army In the event of the retirement of
General Miles

These rumors meet with no confirma-
tion

¬

but most significant is a statement
which Is said to have been made by tho
President to a prominent visitor at the
White House This was In effect that
Mr Roosevelt declared that there is but
one man fitted to command tbe United
States Army and that is General Wood

That President Roosevelt has the high ¬

est opinion of the ability of General
Wood is well known but there are many
who doubt If he made the statement cred-
ited

¬

to him to any of his callers
Its effect upon the officers of the army

who have served for ears and who are
perhaps a trifle jealous of General
Woods rapid rise since the beginning of
the Spanish American War when he was
colonel of the Rough Riders with Roose-
velt

¬

as his lieutenant colonel would be
far from favorable to the Administra-
tion

¬

Furthermore in the event of the pas ¬

sage of the Root bill which was the one
to which General Miles took such dislike
and which prompted him to say he would
retire If it became law the office of Lieu ¬

tenant General Commanding the Army
will be abolished and the power of that
position diffused throughout a general
staff

In such case it would not be surprising
If General Wood should fare well In the
shifting of positions

DEATH AND RUIN BY WRECK OF TRAIN
able to talk and they gave their versions
of the wreck to a representative of The
Times Lying on a cot in a ward on the
third Moor of the hospital Mr Shindel
said

This is the second time I have had a
narrow escape from death within the past
week Last Thursday night I was in a
wreck on the Atlantic Coast Line in the
far South No one was hurt although the
locomotive of the train Jumped the track
wniie going at a high rate of speed

The wreck at Covesdale was most serl- -
ous although I am told the loss of life
was small A good many persons were
Injured Nearly all the nostal clerk on
the wrecked limited were more or lessseriously Injured

I think the train was going forty five
miles an hour when we struck the land-
slide

¬

It was an hour before da light
Most of our work was up and we were
talking several of us when there came
a crash that was appalling I was pitched
out of the mall car seemingly head fore
mobt and was pinned beneath a great
pile of wreckage before I had raillzmi
what had happened It was a miracle
mat l escaped being killed In thewreckage some of the other clerks and
the crew were rolling about when I re ¬

covered my reasoning powers which
were for a moment fairly carried away
The force of the collision with the bank
of earth was tremendous

In some manner I got out of the de-
bris

¬

unaided and I went to help otherpersons less fortunate I secured treat ¬

ment two hours later for the wounds on
my head

I shall be all right in a day or two
Shindel has been In tne railway mail

service about eighteen months He is
married and has no children He Is com ¬
paratively a oung man and of a pleas-
ing

¬

address and appearance
Ernest Loving who occupied a cot next

to that of ShlnIel hai been in the rail-
way

¬

mall service four years His wlfo
and one child reside In this cit where
Loving has his home

No Warning of Crash
The story of the wreck of the limited

as told by Loving is dramatic He said
There was no warning of the crash

which we encountered Just before da
llght It came like a flash of lightning
and was over almost as quickly Fire
added to the horror of the wreck Hardly
had the engine and the coaches and the
mail cars been plied upon one another
before flames broke out apparently Ignit-
ing

¬

from the locomotive Tor a time all
was confusion At tho first shock pas ¬

sengers lied In their night clothes from
the wrecked coaches In the darkness all
was confusion and ono could scarcely
recognize a person at his side

Loving will probably be able to go to
his home tomorrow He is anxious to
leave the hospital

Robinson S Walters was ir charge of
the postal clerks on tbe wrecked limited
Ho has been ten ears in the service His
coudition is such that he will have to re¬

main at the hobpltal for several das and
perhaps longer

Up to a late hour last night little had
been learned of the relatives or friends
of Lovvn the negro porter whoso home
Is in this city It is probable his re ¬

mains will be brought here today for
burial Lovvn was assigned to duty on
the Pullman car Cryse

The Washington and Chattanooga lim-
ited

¬

Known as train 40 which follows
the Southwestern limited to this city from
Lynchburg Va where it leaves the West-
ern

¬

route was delaed for hours jcstir
day by the wreck In consequence the
train did not arrive in this citv until late

I esterday afternoon

BRILLIANT EFFORTS
OF THE SAENGERBUND

LEWIS N NIXON IN TOWN

The Tammany Leader Not on Political
Misson

Richard Crokcrs successor in the lead
ership of Tammany Hall Mr Lewis N

Nixon is at the New Willard accom- -
4 panlcd by his wife and little son

I am here said Mr Nixon to a
Times reporter to attend the ban-

quet
¬

given by the Virginia Democratic
Association Monday evening and also to

consilt about some work that I am do-

ing
¬

for the Navy Department My visit
has really no political significance

Do ou think the Democratic partys
prospects are favorable

Yes although I cannot lay claim to
any special knowledge of political condi-

tions
¬

outside of New York from
all I can learji it appears to me
that the Democracy has good cause
to feel encouraged everywhere I consider
that from this time forward the party is
going to develop increasing strength the
first manifestation of which will doubt-
less

¬

be the capture of the next House of
Representatives The factional differ ¬

ences that have kept the Democracy
divided and In a minority are pretty sure
of being wiped out before the next na-
tional

¬

campaign Whenever we are united
thoroughly we generally win

What about the leadership of tho Dem-
ocratic

¬

forces in New York State
r It is rather too early yet to say I
rather think the matter will resolve Itself
Into a triumvirate with ex Senator Da-

vid
¬

R Hill In command of the Democ-
racy

¬

of the interior counties

FIVE NEW CHOLERA CASES

Situation at Manila However Consid ¬

ered as Encouraging
MANILA March 23 Five new cases of

cholera and three deaths from the dis¬

ease were reported here today Five per-

sons
¬

who are suspected of having the dis ¬

ease are under observation at Malolos
Province of Dulucan

The general situation regarding cholera
Is considered to be encouraging

AGED COUPLE SLEEP

TWO NIGHTS ON STREET

Ejected From Their Room on
First Street Saturday

CLAIM TO BE WITHOUT FUNDS

Had Paid Rent in Advance to Landlady
Who Moved Occupy Bed on Lawn
Refuse Charity or Aid From Police

Sent Food by Neighbors

For two nights Edward Barnes and his
wife have been homeless and have slept
on the street sheltered from the wind
an elements only by a thin coverlet
Until Saturday afternoon they lived on
First Street between D and E Streets
northwest with a Mrs E Robinson dress-
maker

¬

They rented a room from her
and paid for it in advance on March 4

Several dajs ago Mrs Robinson moved to
a different section of the city leaving
her roomers in charge of the house

The owner of the house Mr Daniel Scan
Ion who keers a saloon at the corner
of New Jersey Avenue and K Street
northwest called upon the parties and
asked rent of them for stajlng in the
house This Barnes refused to pay as
he said he had already paid for the use
of the room which they were occupying
Beside this it is stated he claimed to be
penniless and did not have the where
with to comply with Mr scanlon s de ¬

mands
Put Out Upon the Street

Saturday afternoon Mr Scanlon secured
the necessary papers to have them put out
upon the street The officers moved the
furniture to the front yard and locked the
house

Barnes refused to move his furniture
from tne jard stating that he had no
money with which to get a room and that
he did not even have the money to move
his furniture The police offered them as ¬

sistance for the night at the New Jersey
Avenue Police Station but they refused
to accept the offer and would not leave
their furniture

When nightfall came they were still sit-
ting

¬

in the chairs In the jard and later
when bedtime came they crept Into the
small bed which had been placed in the
yard Here they spent Saturday night

Yesterday they remained all day In the
same predicament Barnes Is about sixty
four years of age and sells newspapers
This he states Is his only means of sup-
port

¬

Sent Food by Neighbors
Yesterday the people in the neighbor-

hood
¬

sent them food but It way very little
of this that they would consent to eat
and they simply sat there waiting for
something to turn up

Again last evening Lieutenant Moore of
the Sixth precinct offered them shelter
at the station house and went to the
trouble of having one of the rooms in the
building prepared for their reception Rut
the story of the night before was re ¬

peated They flatly refused lo take any as-

sistance
¬

from the police When asked
what they intended to do they said they
hoped to secure a room in the neighbor-
hood

¬

cstcrdav afternoon a stranger went to
the police station and offered to pay their
bill in advance at a lodging house The
people refused to accept this charity
and last night they again slept out of
doors

The rolice nie guarding the property
and are seeing that the two people are not
in anyway molested The authorities have
as et taken no action in the matter but
it is thought that something will be done
in the matter this morning

STREET DUEL FATAL

One Man Dead the Other Has Mortal
Injury

HENDERSON Ky March 23 Green W

rrltchett a wealthy citizen was instant-
ly

¬

killed and John Belew a prominent
farmer was fatally wounded In a street
duel this morning at Cor don this county

Bad blood ctistcd between the two men
over a business transaction and when
they met on the street of the village
Pritchett drew a revolver and shot Belew
in the mouth and arm

Belew drew a pistol and bhot Pritchett
in the head and through the heart With
a bullet through his heart Pritchett fired
a third shot at Belew but missed Pritch-
ett

¬

then fell to the ground and expired
Pritchett was one of the wealthiest men

of this section He was an extensive
land owner nnd tobacconist The coro-
ners

¬

verdict exonerated Belew

Success Attended Seventh
jMusicale of Season

AN APPRECIATIVE AUDIENCE

Miss Minna Heinrichs the Well Known
Violin Virtuoso Applauded to the Echo

Chorus Scores Another Hit Easter
Social Reunion

The seventh musical entertainment of
the season was held by the Washington
Saengcrbund last night The programme
was ono of the most satisfactory In tho
matter of selections as well as In the
rendition The hall of the bund was
crowded with a representative audience
that was liberal in its recognition of the
efforts of the various participants Every
number on the programme was presented
to perfection and It is difficult to say
which was the most appreciated

The Saengerbund chorus under the di¬

rection of Mr Henry Xander sang in Its
usual finished style of interpretation and
presentation Ullrichs Wenn NIcht die
Llebe Wacr and Zeltlers Des Deutsch
en Saengcrs Jubellled The first of the
renditions was light airy
whereas the latter was fore fa I

pressive
Miss Fishers Efforts Api ceiati

Miss AEcHa B Fisher wh nog
ley Bucks Why Love Is K ai J

May Time possesses a sop ro vp

sweetness and strength especially is this
the case In the higher register Snc sang
the two pieces with proper feeling and
with accomplished technique- - As encore
she sang Binghams It This Be Loving

Maw son Marks Pastorales and Mor
Eells My Sweet were sung by Mr
Hcrndon Morsell In a very pleasant mari ¬

ner The pieces are for tenor and It
seemed as if Mr Morsells voice In the
high register did not quite come up to
expectations He sang as an encore Only
Return to Me Once More

Miss Heinrichs Applauded
Miss Minna Heinrichs the well known

violin virtuoso followed with a most ac-

complished
¬

rendition of Sarasatea Ro

inanza Andaluia and Zarzyckis Ma
zurka Miss Heinrichs Is not only a
most graceful player but her interpreta ¬

tion of these two difficult compositions
vas presented with that finished tech ¬

nique which is the result of long and pa-

tient
¬

application and study Miss Hein ¬

richs was applauded to the echo and she
gave as an encore Perines Serenade

Mrs Blanche Muir Dalglelsch is so
well known to Washington concert
goers that she scarcely need3 any com ¬

ment She vivifies her songs with that
soulful expression which at once capti ¬

vates the ajidlence She possesses a
beautiful contralto voice and sang Moirs

Good bye Robin and Wilsons The
Pretty Creature Mrs Dalglelsch sang
as encore The Bees Courtship by
DArtelon and scored a thorough success

Pinsuttis I Fear No Foe for bass
solo was presented by Mr John Nolan
in that faultless and most effective style
which is nil his own Mr Nolan has a
rich and powerful bass voice and when
he sang that old Scotch ballad On the
Bonnie Banks of Loch Lomond the audi ¬

ence was as under a spell by the sweet
and sentimental tone melody

Last Numbers by Quartette
The last numbers on the programme

but by no means the least were Atkinsons
Annie of the Vale and Dudley Bucks
Annie Laurie for vocal quartette com-

posed
¬

of Messrs Mosher Morsell Kaiser
and Nolan The presentation of these two
beautiful ballad3 was petfect in every par-

ticular
¬

The voices of the quartette blend ¬

ed in harmony and sweetness and pealed
forth the toneplece with an effect that
electrified the audience It would be diff-
icult

¬

to find a quartette of better blended
voices and more artistic accomplishments
than this one The quartette gave as an
encore the Southern melody Nellie was
a Ladr

On next Sunday evening the Easter so-

cial
¬

reunion of the bund will take place
at the hall On Friday April 4 the
childrens masquerade ball will take place
at the National Rifles Armory and on
Sunday April 6 the eighth musical pro-
gramme

¬

will be presented

Injured by Fallisg From Fence
In a fall from a fence near Water and

M Streets southwest late jesterday after-
noon

¬

Wilmer Ash fourteen years of age
sustained painful injuries about the head
and face He was sent to the Emergency
Hospital where his wounds were dressed

HOTEL ARRIVALS

Raleigh Simon Adler New York II H
Moritz and wife Providence R I Will-

iam
¬

Bates and wife Paterson N J F
S Todd Rochester N Y Mr and Mrs
Edward Bell New Yolk Dr A S Clarkq
New York W J Hcneyman Portland
Ore Howard F Smith Massachusetts
It ej Ross and wife Buffalo N Y- - W
C Badger Boston James H Pierson
Southampton Edward R Dodge New
York W H Frederick Bethlehem Pa

Ebbitt Mrs F Toltz and son Chicago
J H Jones Ccorgia J C Levey Wil ¬

mington Del W E Pecker Massa
chubelts C M Shadlott Brooklyn N Y

Talrfax H H Selby New York Dr
T B Johnston and wire Massachusetts
M A Root and wife Buffalo N Y Mrs
M S Vidal Boston Mas C M Jordan
New York

HI-- II Roth and wife Illinois
Dr and Mrs I E Kimball Portland
John II Bartlett New Hampshire Nor-

man

¬

Findley New York Howard Morse
Boston R B Gardner Pennsylvania
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